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Data Collection Worksheets

Use the following worksheets to organize the data as you collect it and to help ensure consistency in how various members of your data collection team record their findings. You may wish to develop other forms to facilitate accurate, complete, and consistent data collection. 

Minimum Data Set
 1. Who Lives in the Watershed?

1a. 
Percentage of landowners who live in rural and urban areas


USCB - USA Counties


Illinois Statistical Abstracts, Table 1-7 Components of Population Change


_________% Rural Landowners


_________% Urban Landowners

1b. 
Percentage of landowners who are full-time, part-time, absentee, and tenant owner/operators


USCB - Census of Agriculture – Illinois, Table 11. Tenure and Characteristics of Operator and Type of Organization


_________% Full-Time Owner/Operators


_________% Part-Time Owner/Operators


_________% Absentee Landowners


_________% Tenant Owner/Operators

1c. 
Percentage of landowners who are nonfarmers


USCB - Census of Population - Social and Economic Characteristics – Illinois, Table 145. Occupation of Employed Persons


_________% Non-Farmers

1d. 
Ratio of people moving away vs. number of people moving to the watershed


USCB - USA Counties


Illinois Statistical Abstracts, Table 1-7 Components of Population Change 


________ Number of People Moving Away from the Watershed


________ Number of People Moving to the Watershed


1e. 
Key non-government decision-makers and local leaders 


Surveys, Interviews


Academic 



Civic



Corporate



Elders



Religious



Other


1f. 
Local groups that are active in community affairs 


Chamber of Commerce, Local Office of Community Development


Phone Book


Interviews


Civic



Economic or Business



Environmental



Historical or Preservation



Neighborhood



Recreation or Hobby



Religious



Youth or Seniors



Other


1g. 
Key government decision-makers and active agencies in the watershed 


Carroll’s County and Municipal Directories


Phone Book


Interviews


Conservation Districts



County Board



Economic Development Office



Federal Offices – Natural Resources, Environmental, Agricultural



Mayor’s Office / City Manager



Parks and Recreation Departments



Planning Boards



Pollution Control



State Offices – Natural Resources, Environmental, Agricultural



Tourism Office


2. How Do Residents Earn Their Livelihood?

2a. 
Number of family farms and percentage change in last 5-10 years


USCB - Census of Agriculture – Illinois Table 11. Tenure and Characteristics of Operator and Type of Organization


_________ Family Farms in Watershed


_________ % Change in Last 5-10 Years

2b. 
Number of corporate farms and percentage change in last 5-10 years


USCB - Census of Agriculture – Illinois Table 11. Tenure and Characteristics of Operator and Type of Organization


_________ Corporate Farms in Watershed


_________ % Change in Last 5-10 Years

2c. 
Average farm income in watershed and percentage change in last 5-10 years


USCB - Census of Agriculture - Part 13 – Illinois, Table 1. County Summary Highlights


_________ Average Annual Farm Income


_________ % Change in Last 5-10 Years

2d. 
Percentage of watershed income earned from government employment and percentage change in the last 5-10 years


GISP - Regional Economic Information


Illinois Statistical Abstract, Table 7-19. Government and Government Enterprises Employment, Table 7-2. Total Employment


_________ % Watershed Income Earned from Government Employment


_________ % Change in Last 5-10 Years

2e. 
Percentage of watershed income earned from industrial employment and percentage change in the last 5-10 years


GISP - Regional Economic Information


Illinois Statistical Abstract, Tables in Section 7 - Employment by Industry, Table 7-2. Total Employment to calculate percentage


_________ % Watershed Income Earned from Industrial Employment


_________ % Change in Last 5-10 Years

2f. 
Percentage of watershed residents who worked outside of watershed and percentage change in the last 5-10 years


Regional Planning Commission 


Surveys, Interviews


Section IV. E-1


_________ % of Watershed Residents Who Worked Outside of Watershed


_________ % Change in Last 5-10 Years

2g. 
Ten largest employers in watershed and number employed at each


GISP - Regional Economic Information


Chamber of Commerce

2h. 
Percentage of community employment by ten largest employers


GISP - Regional Economic Information


Chamber of Commerce


_________ % of Community Employed at the Ten Largest Employers

2i. 
Average community unemployment rate and annual percentage change in last 10 years


USCB - USA Counties


Illinois Statistical Abstract, Table 6-3. Unemployment Rates by County


_________ Average Unemployment Rate


_________ % Change in Last 5-10 Years

2j. 
Number and percentage of community population below the poverty level


USCB - USA Counties


Illinois Statistical Abstract, Table 1-8 Poverty Status


_________ Number and Percentage Below Poverty Level

2k. 
Property tax base and annual percentage change


IDR - Illinois Property Tax Statistics


_________ Property Tax Base


_________ % Change in Last 5-10 Years

2l. 
Number of new full-time jobs created in past year and annual percentage change


GISP - Regional Economic Information


_________ Number of New Full-Time Jobs


_________ % Change in Last 5-10 Years

2m. 
Number of new temporary jobs created in past year and annual percentage change


GISP - Regional Economic Information


_________ Number of New Temporary Jobs


_________ % Change in Last 5-10 Years

3. How Do Residents Use and Impact the Natural Resources of the Watershed? 

3a. 
Percentage of time spent in outdoor activities (gardening, fishing, hunting, running, walking for exercise, hiking, boating, camping, biking, snowmobiles, golfing, team sports)


Surveys, Interviews


Section IV. C-1, 2


_________ % of Time Spent in Outdoor Activities

3b. 
Number of acres and percentage of land in row crops


IDNR Illinois Critical Trends Assessment Land Cover Database 


NRCS Illinois Natural Resources Inventory - Broad cover/Land use by county


IDNR Ecosystem Partnership Assessment Area Reports - Volume 1 – Geology


_________ Number of Acres in Row Crops


_________ Percentage of Land in Row Crops

3c. 
Number of acres and percentage of land in livestock


IDNR Illinois Critical Trends Assessment Land Cover Database 


NRCS Illinois Natural Resources Inventory - Broad cover/ Land use by county


IDNR Ecosystem Partnership Assessment Area Reports - Volume 1 – Geology


_________ Number of Acres in Livestock


_________ Percentage of Land in Livestock

3d. 
Percentage of land in forest


IDNR Illinois Critical Trends Assessment Land Cover Database 


NRCS Illinois Natural Resources Inventory - Broad cover/ Land use by county


IDNR Ecosystem Partnership Assessment Area Reports - Volume 1 – Geology


_________ Number of Acres in Forest


_________ Percentage of Land in Forest

3e. 
Percentage of land in prairie


IDNR Illinois Critical Trends Assessment Land Cover Database 


NRCS Illinois Natural Resources Inventory - Broad cover/ Land use by county


IDNR Ecosystem Partnership Assessment Area Reports - Volume 1 – Geology


_________ Number of Acres in Prairie


_________ Percentage of Land in Prairie

3f. 
Percentage of land in wetlands


IDNR Illinois Critical Trends Assessment Land Cover Database 


NRCS Illinois Natural Resources Inventory - Broad cover/ Land use by county


IDNR Ecosystem Partnership Assessment Area Reports - Volume 1 – Geology


_________ Number of Acres in Wetlands


_________ Percentage of Land in Wetlands

3g. 
Percentage of land in riparian cover


IDNR Illinois Critical Trends Assessment Land Cover Database 


NRCS Illinois Natural Resources Inventory - Broad cover/ Land use by county


IDNR Ecosystem Partnership Assessment Reports - Volume 1 – Geology


_________ Number of Acres in Riparian Cover


_________ Percentage of Land in Riparian Cover

3h. Percentage of land in industrial uses


IDNR Illinois Critical Trends Assessment Land Cover Database 


IDNR Ecosystem Partnership Assessment Area Reports - Volume 1 – Geology


_________ Number of Acres in Industrial Uses


_________ Percentage of Land in Industrial Uses

3i. 
Percentage of land in urban uses


IDNR Illinois Critical Trends Assessment Land Cover Database 


NRCS Illinois Natural Resources Inventory - Broad cover/ Land use by county


IDNR Ecosystem Partnership Assessment Area Reports - Volume 1 – Geology


_________ Number of Acres in Urban Uses


_________ Percentage of Land in Urban Uses

3j. 
Percentage of eligible land enrolled in conservation programs such as CRP


NRCS Local/State offices


FSA Conservation - Conservation Reserve Program, CRP Reports


_________ % Eligible Land Enrolled in Conservation Programs

3k. 
Total acres enrolled in conservation programs such as CRP and CREP


USCB – Census of Agriculture – Illinois, Table 6. Farms, Land in Farms, Value of Land and Buildings and Land Use


_________ Number of Acres Enrolled in Conservation Programs

3l. 
Number of farms enrolled in CRP


USCB – Census of Agriculture – Illinois, State Annual Summary


_________ Number of Farms Enrolled in CRP

3m. 
Number of fish and/or swimming advisories in the past year and percentage change in the last 5-10 years


Local Water Company


IEPA Regional offices


IDPH Regional offices


_________ Number of Fish and/or Swimming Advisories


_________ % Change in Last 5-10 Years

3n. 
Prairie, forest, and wetlands converted to other uses annually and percentage change in last 5-10 years


NRCS/SWCD Regional offices


_________ Acres Converted


_________ % Change in Last 5-10 Years

3o. 
Agricultural land converted to development annually and percentage change in last 5-10 years


NRCS/SWCD Regional offices


_________ Acres Converted


_________ % Change in Last 5-10 Years

3p. 
Annual approval for rezoning from rural to urban use or percentage of impervious surfaces and percentage change in last 5-10 years


Regional Zoning/Planning Commission


_________ Acres Rezoned


_________ Amount of Impervious Surface


_________ % Change in Last 5-10 Years

3q. 
Percentage of natural areas that are not in protected status and percentage change in last 5-10 years


INHS Natural Areas Inventory


_________ % Natural Areas Not Protected


_________ % Change in Last 5-10 Years

3r. 
Number of extraction companies [mining, fisheries, farming, forestry, heavy water use (processors, breweries)]


USCB - Census of Agriculture - Illinois - Part 13 – Illinois, Table 1. County Summary Highlights


________ Extraction Companies 

4. How Do the Conditions of the Natural Resources Impact Residents?

4a. 
Annual revenue and/or employment in local outdoor recreation businesses (e.g., boat rentals, bait shops, nature guides, hunting lodges/leases, cross-country skiing, horse stables, resorts)


GISP - Population and Housing


Illinois Statistical Abstract - Table 28 - Parks and Recreation


_________ Annual Revenue and/or Employment in Outdoor Recreation

4b. 
Ambient air odor problems and location


City, County Regulatory Board


Regional IEPA

4c. 
Number of days with high particulate matter in air


City, County Regulatory Board


Regional IEPA


Regional IDH


_________ Days With High Particulate Matter

4d. 
Number of complaints to water company about poor water taste, appearance, smell


City, County Regulatory Board


Regional IEPA


Regional IDH


_________ Number of Complaints to Water Company

5. What Vision Do Residents Have for the Watershed? 

5a. 
Things of importance and concern to watershed landowners


Surveys, Interviews


Section IV. B-1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13; C-1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7; D-2; F-1

5b. 
Identification of the most serious environmental problems facing the community


Surveys and Interviews


Section IV. B-2, 5, 8, 9, 12; H-1, 2

5c. 
Environmental goals in existing local government strategic plan 


City/County Zoning or Planning Boards


SWCD, FS, NRCS local offices


City/County Environmental Manager

6. What Are Residents' Opinions About the Proposed Watershed Management Plan?

6a. 
Attitudes of nongovernment decision-makers and local leaders about the watershed effort


Surveys, Interviews


Section IV. G-1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

6b. 
Percentage of landowners who have participated in a government-sponsored conservation program


SWCD, FS, NRCS local offices


Surveys, Interviews


Section IV. D-1, 4


_________ % Participated in Conservation Program

6c. 
Number and percentage of watershed landowners with an approved conservation plan


SWCD, FS, NRCS local offices


Surveys, Interviews


Section IV. D-4


_________ Number of Landowners with an Approved Conservation Plan


_________ Percentage of Landowners with an Approved Conservation Plan

6d.
Conflicts between the watershed management plan and existing local or county comprehensive plans


City/County Zoning or Planning Boards

6e. 
Regulations having implications for watershed management


City/County Regulatory Board


Regional IEPA

6f.
Percentage of favorable and unfavorable opinions toward watershed effort expressed through public opinion survey


Surveys, Interviews


Section IV. G-1, 2, 3, 4, 5


_________ % Favorable


_________ % Unfavorable

6g. 
Number of citizens who think proposed watershed management plan would improve the overall attractiveness, pleasantness, and uniqueness of community


Surveys, Interviews


Section IV. G-3


_________ Number of Citizens 

6h. 
Resident’s perceptions of the impacts the proposed plan would have on the environment, local community, and economy


Surveys, Interviews


Section IV. G-1, 2, 3

6i.
Barriers to implementing the proposed watershed plan


Surveys, Interviews


Section IV. G-1, 2, 4, 5

Additional Indicators 

Indicator


Data Source 


Data



Indicator


Data Source 


Data



Indicator


Data Source 


Data
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